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German meas! 


es: 


hy NANCY TUFT 


AT last the Department of Health and Social 
Security has made an open admission of the 
seriousness of rubelia (German measles) as a 
cause of ineedless handicap to unborn babies. 
The DHSS has now publicly acknowledged 
that the number of reported cases of rubella 
during the first three months of 1979 has 
shown a marked increase compared with the 
same period last year. 


This more than vindicates the initiative taken 


last November by The Spastics Society which insisted 
‘on going ahead with its advertising campaign to 
warn women of childbearing age of the dangers they 


run if they are not either vaccinated or proved to be 
immune. This campaign was launched despite 
government attempts to stop it, an deyer since then 


there has been a war of words between the Society 


and the DHSS, which has always maintained that the 


Society’s figures were exaggerated. 
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ampaign: 
year of 
success 


THE most exciting part 
of the ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign so far is the 
way the Society’s sup- 


porters have ‘respon- 
ded, says Michael 
Brophy, Director of 
Fundraising. 


‘Local groups have con- 
tributed £52,348 and the 
eight Regional Co-ordinat- 
ing Committees £24.433, 
which together means that 
very nearly half the success 
of the campaign can be 
attributed to people in the 
Society itself. We really 
are extremely grateful to 
them for their help.’ 

Following the first suc- 
cessful year of the Socicty’s 
‘Save a Baby’ campaign, 
the second year will aim to 
be infinitely more specific, 
both in location and in 
subject matter. Ten toca! 
areas have been selected 
for highly pressurised cam- 
paigns and the second year 
will concentrate on the 
effectiveness of existing 
ante-natal care. 

. Cont. on Page 2 
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Esther's 
rose helps 
funds bloom 


TELEVISION personality 
Esther Rantzen has reques- 
ted that sales of the new 
rose, named “Esther’s Baby’ 
after her daughter “emily, 
will help The Spastics 
Society. The new rose, a 
sturdy red miniature 
bloom, will make its debut 


at the Chelsea #lower 
Show this month. 
The rose has been 


developed by the world- 
famous growers R. Flark- 
Hertfordshire, which cele- 
brates. its» centenary: this 
year. KERER 


Now at last the DHSS has again announced 
that a campaign warning women of the dangers of 
rubella is to begin in the early summer. James 
Loring, Director of The Spastics Society, has 
expressed the hope that this will be a swift and wide- 
spread publicity campaign reaching into every home. 

However, in view of the fact that enly a few 
weeks ago The Spastics Society was told that a crash 
programme of vaccination was not feasible and that 
laboratory facilities for prior blood tests for testing 
immunity were not available, the Society would 
welcome assurances that these laboratory services are 
in fact being expanded to cope with the demand. 

As The Spastics Society pointed out in its latest 
report on German measles (see Page 2), in order to 
ensure immunity in all women, it is necessary to 
establish which women have acquired natural 
immunity and which have not. 

Without the necessary back-up services, no cam- 
paign can possibly succeed, and the tragedy of chiid- 
ren born needlessly handicapped will be repeated yet 
again. 
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® ...a pet of your own in a cosy bed-sitter of your own. 
Laurence Turbayne is pictured — with feathered friend 
— at The Spastics Society’s Princess Marina Centre in 
Buckinghamshire where new extensions have given even 
higher standards of comfort and privacy to the handi- 
capped residents. Story on Page 5. 


‘Save a Baby’ study 


Government pledge on 


‘A CONSERVATIVE government will ensure that the 
Commons’ study, nearing completion, of perinatal death 
and handicap being undertaken by a sub-committee of 
the Select Committee on Expenditure, is completed and 


its report published.’ 


That was the pledge made—just 


before the election—by Mr Patrick Jenkin, MP, and it is 
especially important now that he has been appointed 


Social Services Secretary by Mrs Thatcher. 


We shall see that the work is finished either by the sub- 
committee itself or by some equivalent committee, said 


The 
Spastics 
Society 


‘Prince meets boys 


| 
| 
j 
| 
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help Society students | 


| THE Prince of Wales 
pictured during a visit 
to the London 
| headquarters of Com- 
munity Service Volun- 
teers, where he met 
two sixth-formers who 
are studying the prdc- 
tical problems of . 
| handicapped people as 
| part of their ‘A’ level 


design course. 
| Both boys, 18-year-old 


haye problems with un- 
adapted equipment in their 
science laboratory. Jona- 
than has been spending 
several hours a week at 
the school investigating the 
special needs of the science 
students. 

~ Clive has been looking 
into the possibilities of 
designing an effective 
page-turner, and has been 
studying available models 
in order to design some- 
thing with fewer draw- 


| Clive Waters and 18-year- backs. 
old Jonathan Christie, are 
from Sevenoaks. Johna- PICTURE shows _ the 


than’s design project has 
involved working with 
severely handicapped 
students from The Spastics 
Society’s Thomas Delarue 
| School in Tonbridge, who 


as 


Prince of Wales listening 
interestedly as 18-year-old 
CSV volunteer Clive 
Waters explains his design © 
project. 

Picture by Joe Bulaitis” 


TAILOR-MADE FOR 
THE SPASTIC CHILD 


The Avon comes in three different sizes, with achoice of 
chassis - for indoors or outdoors, pusher or self- 
propelling. — 7 

Tilt angle is adjustable up to 35°, footrest extendable to 
any leg length. : 

The long list of accessories fits the chair to the child - 
including velcro-attached side panels and shoulder 
wings, hammock seat, hydrocephalic back, moulded tray. 

‘ Write for full details to: 


Newton Aids Lid. 
Dept N31/SN -: 
Freepost (no stamp required) 


Salisbury SBI 2YZ 


Telephone 0722/20441 ' 
SN May12 
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Disarming the 
Colonel 


WHEN it comes to knitting _ 


manoeuvres ne one can 
pull the wool ever Pat 
Carthy’s eyes — she is the 


purl and plain expert at 


the Stars Organisation for 
Spastic’ Wakes Hall 


_ Centre, as Lt-Col Dennis 
. Wiliams discovered when 
_ he made a recee there. 


He is the new Colonel 


of the 47 Field Regiment 
_ at Celchester and it was 
_ his first visit to the centre 


which is the Regiment's 
adopted charity. 

When it comes to knit- 
ting machines, Lt Col Wil- 
liams was on unfamiliar 
territory but he soon 
found an ally in Pat who 


- willingly showed him how 


to run up an alternative to 
his olive green combat 
gear. 


Picture "by Essex County 


--Newspapers Lid | be 


PREP EPR ISR ES TY 


Rubella protection—it depends where you live =~ ' e 


Survey reveals ‘shockin: 


PHOETETT HELE ERED 


pagers 


weteet CARRE esas e: 


facts on haby-saving 


vaccinations 


| SHOCKING variations in. the availability of 
| vaccination against rubella (German measles) for 
_ schoolchildren. and women of child-bearing age 
have been revealed in a nationwide survey com- 

piled by The Spastics Society. 
The report is being sent to every community 


coming year. 

The report points out 
that if German measles is 
contracted during  preg- 
nancy it can result in the 
baby being born tetally 
deaf, blind, or suffering 
from severe mental and 
| physical handicaps. The 
risk of the birth of a handi- 
capped infant is about 50 
per cent if the mother con- 
tracts the virus in the first 
month of pregnancy, 20 
per cent im the second 


in the following eight 
weeks. Ii caught in carly 
pregnancy, rubella can alse 
lead to miscarriage or still 
births. 

In Britain, between 200 
and 300 rubeHa damaged 
babies are born every year 
and the figure in 1979 will 
considerably larger 


Specialist manufacturers 
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@ GRAB 
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aged and 
the infirm 


(Lancashire) LIMITED 


Victoria Works, Nelson Street, Bolton BL3 2DW 
Telephone BOL 382017-8-9 
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| month and 7 to 8 per cent . 


_ health council and area health authority in the 
country urging them to review their provisions 
in the light of the figures on their performance, 
and to make rubella protection a priority in the 


following on the 1978 
epidemic. 
A programme for vac- 


cinating schoolgirls against 
rubella started im 1970. 
But the report demon- 
strates that the programme 
has failed 
achieve a reasonable cover 
for schoolgirls. | Figures 
quoted for area health 
authorities throughout 
England and Wales showed 
that only a ‘paltry’ 2.802 
more vaccinations had been 
achieved in 1977 as com- 
pared with 1976: and that 


regional variations — were 
wide. For example, the 


Society's survey estimates 
that Rotherham vaccinated 
61 per cent of schoolichild- 
ren in 1976 and only 36 per 


cent in 1977, compared 
with Suffolk which 
achieved 100 per cent and 
88 per cent. Rochdale, 
with its high  perimatal 
mocasy rate, achieved 


consistently to 


only 22 per cent in 1976 
and 63 per cent in 1977, 
compared wath Bedford- 
shire’s 87 per cent and 99 
per cent. 

Sixteen area health 
authorities who jailed’ to 
achieye a vaccination rate 
above 65 per cept in either 
1976 or 1977 are named. 
They are: Gateshead, Cai- 
derdale, Barnet, Ealing, 
Redbridge, Rotherham, 
Brent/Harrow, East Sus- 
sex, Hampshire, Isle ot 
Wight, Coventry, Dudley, 
Bury, Oldham, Rochdale 
and Trafford. 


Private schools 


The report also examines 
the ~ position in private 
schools and concludes that 
as many as 20 per cent 
have no routine pro- 
gramme of vaccination. Of 
the 80 private schools 
replying to questions, in- 
cluding some of the best 
known schools in England. 
14 had no programme. 

It finds, too, that facili- 
ties for rubella vaccination 
among adult women pre- 
sent a ‘haphazard and 
depressing’ picture. 

The report says that general 
practitioners vary enormously 
in their attitude fo rirbella 
vaccination. Most do not seek 
out candidates for vaccination 
but wait for informed patients 
to ask. Even then some will 
not do the mecessary blood 
test because they. receive no 


letter of the month 


‘How do | cope with 
this problem. . : 


MY name is Carel Cart- 
wright, and I am suffering 
from cerebral palsy. 1 am 
writing te you with the 
aid ef a head band and an 
electric typewriter as I am 


quite physically handi- 
capped. 
1 would very much 


appreciate having my 
fetter published im Spastics 
News of which I 2am a 
regular reader. Often I am 
thrilled to read geed news 
through the columns: of 
Spastics News and very 
often I rejoice with the 
achievements and success 
steries that are very often 
featured in the paper. 

However, my story is 
just the @pposite. I live in 
the Barnsley area in a 
ceuncil house on which my 
parents have recently spent 
more than £1,980 en adap- 
tations, etc, to make our 
home suitable for a wheel- 
chair, as I am confined to 
spending all day in the 
chai. 

My mother is a diahetic 
and suffers from amgina 
and weighs just 61 stone. 
So my father has te do 
most of the lifting as you 
can well imagine. We 
applied to social services 
to see if they could belp us 
with the cost of a chair 
litt. They turned us down 
flat and se my father con- 
tinues to carry me up and 


2” 


downstairs daily.  Inci- 
dentaliy my father is on 
supplementary benefit 
because of family cixcum- 
Stamces. 


I was just wondering if 
any ether. handicapped 
person is having the same 
problem and if se, haw do 
they cope? I would love 
to hear frem them. 

Miss Carel Cartwright, 
Ringway, 

Botton on Dearne, 
Rotherham, 

South Yorks $62 8DA. 


@ Miss Jean © Potte »rton, 
The Spastics Society's Head 
of Social Work, was asked 


about Carol's plight by 
Spastics News. She said: 
It is a very rare and un- 


usual situation. What has 
happened is that the family 
moved into a house suit- 
ably adapted for a handi- 
capped person but tetally 
wrong for this family. 
Because the Council have 
already made alterations 
they do not want to help. 
We have to convince them 
that seoslein persons shave 
different ‘needs, Our 
regio eiciad worker has 
not quite given up hope of 
the local authority assist- 
ing in this situation, but if 
no help is forthcoming an 
approach will be made to 
the Samaritan Fund.’ 
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local health. authorities, check 


\ 


FETUSES Pete 


peggyri 
. es 19 


fee, yet they biter no alterna: 
tive solution, =... 23° 

Family lance clini iCS, in 
eee could: provide screen. 
ing “and ‘waetination for 
women. Here, research showed 
that the encouragement given 
to provide such facilities: had 
been heeded by only eight oug 
of 97 cliniess#fPhus, “in over 
90 per cent of the country, the’ 
opportunty of testing as many 
as 50 per cent of wemen jig 
being wasted. This is a sean 
dalous sifuation and one that 
the Department of Health 
should remedy at once, sayy 
the report. It would seem that 
possibly only eight area health 
authorities in England ang 
Wales offered routine ‘screen. 
ing for rubella in — their 
family planning cuimics. 


Save-a-baby 
campaign — 


Cont. from_ Page 1 
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The International. Ycar 
of . the 
has already. promised 
£50,000 > which is to be 
spent in Liverpool where 
a programme has already 
‘been agreed which involves 


health education as an- 
integral part of the cam- 
pargn. 


And Liverpool ts Fest one 


of the 10 focal campaigns 
which are in the : “phoning 
stages, with the campaign 


resolving: with © university and 


ing how far. toval priorities 
fit into the national pattern of 
the © campaten. The oth r 
areas where there will be 
public campaigns launched in 
the autumn inchide Newcastle, 


Bradford, South Manchester, 
Rochdale, Birmingham, Wol- 


verhampton, Bristol, the East 
End of Londen and Cardiff. — 

In Cardilf- the Fundraising 
has alfeady begun: >with the 
launch of, a- £100,000- appeal at 
a reception at the City Hall. 
Proposals are now being aut 
forward by Professor Brian 
Hibbard of the University of 
Wales as to the medical objec- 
tives. What is exciting. accond- 
ing to Michael. Brophy, is 
drawing together of these dif- 


ferent sections of the con 
munity. towards a common 
goal. ane an 


A. similar event for: prot 
agi 4 businessment 


sh 
over: “by the- Earl 20 3 
land. when Dr Peter Dunn, of 
the © Department. © of Child 
‘Health, Southmeads. Hospital, 
was the main. speaker! on he 
perinatal . thortality rate. 
is the way? 


We —are coiag) 0 
; get our. wearly target - off 
* | 4 £200.000 sing dhe second year, 


“comments | Mich: ael Brophy. 
The Society's: second “Save J 
Baby? film will: be taanched 
later in the year..." 


Avrard § man will | 
communicate 


Child Committee — 


Ps 


MR Kenneth Smith. winner of 
The Spastics Society Ac hieve- 
ment Award for 1979 wall be 


amongst the panel of speakers 
comterence 
the Friendship 


at the ° one-day 
organised by — th 
Group of Charities in Pune. 

‘Communication. — 
to Living’ 
year's conference to 
atthe Bloomsbury 
Hotel on rae, June 5 


be he 


FOR SALE 
FOR sale, Vessa adel size, 


folding 
wheelchair, chrome fiuisi. 


self - propeliiag 


Good conditisna. 
For further details 
ring Mrs Howland, Yo 
68748, 


A Key 
is the theme of this 


S Centre 


an 
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BILL and Ben are delighted to have passed their 
‘driving test’ on Batric cars, thanks to a practice track 
_-_ in the grounds. The over 16’s who have taken part in the 
schools mobility programme can then use the cars out- 
side when they go to the PHAB Club in the village 
nearby, 

; THE physiotherapy department makes use of therapy 
rolls which can be taken home in the holidays so that 
parents can help with treatment. 


Long tra 


BEN takes great pride in looking after the bird table 
which he made himself in the woodwork class. 


“ Fnenntntintd ne. 


MANY students without speech use Lightwriters where 
the illuminated sentences appear almost instantly on 
the dashboard, giving a tremendous speed-up of com- 
munication. — 


special needs 


MANY parents who 
don’t want to. send 
a young handicapped 
child. away to a resi- 
dential school recog- 
nise the benefits of an 
education. away from 
the family for a 16- 
year-old, says Roger 
Huxtable, headmaster 
of the Dame Hannah 
Rogers School at Ivy- 


bridge, Devon. 
The school, which is 
affiliated to The Spastics 


LEFT: Kathy works at the 
Possum in the _ physio- 


therapy room while she 


learns the functional move- 
ments. Says physiotherapist 
Mrs, Alexander: ‘We con- 
centrate on hand move- 
ments as a top priority. 
After all its hands that 
work the Possum and other 
communication aids. 


BELOW: Speech therapist 
Mrs Jean Bolion (centre) 
has been at the school for 
seven years. With a pupil 
ratio of 1 to 13, she’s able 
to concentrate both on indi- 
viduals as well 2s working 
imaginatively with groups 
in the classrooms. Here 
the children are busy 
recording their own radio 
programme. 


Society, provides a general 
education for all categories 
of handicapped children 
from five to 19 years of age. 
with various options such 
as weekly or full-term 
boarding — some children 
even attend on a daily 
basis. 

However, the special 
emphasis at Dame Hannah 
Rogers on arts, mobility 
and independence makes 
the school particularly suit- 
able for the over 16s. As 
well as encouraging their 
own children to stay on 
after 16, it is now the 
school’s policy to welcome 
other handicapped _teen- 
agers from anywhere in the 
country to come and share 
their superb facilities — 
small classes, especialiv for 
music, as well as readily 
available intensive speech 
therapy and physiotherapy. 
And for someone brought 
up in the city, there is the 
opportunity to experience 
a taste of outdoor Hite in 
the Dartmoor National 
Park or on the South 
Devon coast. 

This forward looking 
focus on the future needs 
of the handicapped adoles- 
cent is typical of the flexi- 
bility of the Dame Hannah 
Rogers Trust, which has a 
long tradition of meeting 
special needs. 


after whom the 


ABOVE: Small classes of 
six and seyen_ enable 
teachers to spend addi- 
tional time, using special 
techniques, with pupils who 
have learning difficulties. 


RIGHT: There is a strong 
emphasis at the school on 
education for leisure. A 
head: harness helps Susan 
with typing and page turn- 
ing as well as painting. 


Dame Hannah Rogers. 
school 
is named, was-- the 
wife of a mavor of Ply- 
mouth ,who died in 1766 
leaving in her will a sum 
of money for poor and un- 
fortunate children in the 
Plymouth and Devon area. 
The trust fund has been 
used in various wavs over 
the years and by 1924 there 
Cont. on Page 4 
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UMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 


quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED | 
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A better life with 
anH+C Home Lift 
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Where stairs present an insurmountable barrier, 
house occupiers are faced with three options. Firstly, to use only 
the ground floor. Secondly to move to a flat or bungalow which could 
be expensive and without a doubt disturbing to all concerned. 
Thirdly to purchase an H + C No. 36 Home Lift. 


H+CNo.36Home Lifts are simple to operate © 
and safe to use. They are fitted simply and occupy little space in 
mosthomes. Fhe Home Lift runs on two rails and no ground floor 


enclosure is required. When not in use, the lift can be parked upstairs 
out of sight. 


The H+ C No. 36 Home Lift presents a great 
opportunity for the disabled to enjoy fuller use of a house, ata w 
reasonable price. 


Send today for the full facts from the firm who, 
for 40 years, have been the leaders inthe Home Lift field. 
Don't forget, Loca! Authority grants may be available. Complete the 
coupon below for full particulars. No stamps need be used. 


—-------- 


I iammond+Champness Ltd., Freepost, London EC1B 1AR [ 
NAME | | 
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Probing 
the role 


=| of parents 


OVER 170 delegates from 
all over the West Country 
will gather at The Spastics 


Society's West egional 
Conference in Queen s 
Building, Exeter Univer- 


sity, on Saturday May 19 
to hear experts talking on 
various aspects of parent 
responsibility. 

The Chairman will he Mr 
R. J. Bricknell, vice-chairman 
of North Devon Community 
Health Council. 


Mr James Loring. Director 
of The Spastics Society, will 
be talking about ‘The rele of 
the htisband during a wife's 
pregnancy; Mr Alistair 
Mackie, Director General ‘ol 
the Health Education Council. 
will speak about ‘Cradle and 
All; Mrs Lorna Bailey, lec- 
turer in Health, the Open 
University. will speak about 
‘Learning to be a parent — 
can the Open University help?’ 
Mr Michael Brudenell, con- 
sultant obstetrician and gynae- 
cologist at King’s Hospital. 
London, will speak about “How 
to have a healthy baby.’ 


REHABILITATION 
has now . become 
‘monkey business’ i at 
least one part of the 
United States. — 

A tiny capuchin mon- 
key called Crystal has 
been trained by a New 
England behavioural 
psychologist as part of a 
project to see whiether 
these highly intelligent 
animals can be taught to 
help handicapped 
people in the same way 
that dogs are used to 
help the blind, reports 
‘Therapy.’ the weekly 
journal for the para- 
medical profession. 

Capuchin monkeys 
found in South 


are 
Africa, and only the 
female of the species 
has been used m_ the 
experiments because 
they are more gentle 
and affectionate than 
the males. 

Crystal and another 


capuchin monkey were 
trained by a method of 
punishment and reward 


Dogs help the blind 
—can monkeys aid the 


disabled? 


MAY 1979 


similar to techniques 
used in human be- 
haviour modification. 


As well as being taught 
to turn knobs and push 
buitons, their  traimer 
believes that they can 
also learn how to feed a 
disabled person and 
help with grocery shop- 
ping. 

Crystal can already 
turn on the radio and 
TV set, and pick up 
small articles from the 
floor. as well as. opening 
the door for visitors. 

There were initial 
problems in funding the 
research project . with 
would-be sponsors prov- 
ing as sceptical at first 
as Crystal’s master, a 
31-year-old quadriplegic 
computer programmer. 

When he was first 
asked to take part. in the 
experiment, the idea of 
having a monkey as a 
valet was not very popu- 
lar. However, they are 
now reported to be firm 
friends. 


THE regular Friday 


Cont. from Page 3 


was an Orthopaedic Hospi- 
tal School, the first ef its 
kind in the south-west. By 
October 1949 the school 
buildings, altered and 
adapted, were opened for 
the reception of 27 spastic 
children, again a pioneer- 
ing project for the south- 
west, and only the fourth 
establishment of its kind in 
the country. 

A 1953 Coronation 
Appeal boosted by Round 
Table funds resulted in the 


building of the existing 
school with room for 50 
children. A _— substantial 


Ministry of Education 
grant was made available 
and the remaining money 
provided by the then 
National Spastics Society. 
Over half the pupils have 
communication difficulties and 
several have no speech at all. 
Yet particularly noticeable to 
an outsider visiting the school 
is the obvious desire of every- 
one to communicate. At the 
regular Friday debate pupils 
without speech keep their 
Lightwriters busy making their 
Opinions known and how- 


debate provides a lively session of differing views from all sides 
regardless of speech handicaps. One eof the pupils always 
forum proved a valuable trainin 


ever heated the argument. 
incredible patience is shown 
by the others. 

The ultimate im locai parti- 
pation is the annual Fen Tors 
expedition en Dartmeor, 
organised by the army each 
May, when the Dame Hannah 
Rogers Schoot is the onky 
school fer physically handi- 
capped youngsters to take part. 

Preparation for this quite 
physically gruclling expedition, 
whieh involves spending a 
night under canvas, includes a 
talk on survival hy a Dartmoor 
Rescue Officer who gives a 
briefing on the whistle distress 
signals; a demonstration of 
how te change a tyre on a 
wheelchair, Plus numerous 
‘toughening up’ praetice trips. 
The Ten Tors expedition isn’t 
just an outdoor exercise hoew- 
ever; also invelyed are skills 
like map reading which are a 
classroom activity as well. 

In a small friendly school 
like Dame Hannah Rogers, it’s 
hard to define clear boundaries 
between classwork and therapy. 
Speech therapist Mrs Jean 
Bolton often works alongside 
the class~ teacher, while Mrs 
Elizabeth Alexander, respon- 
sible for the physiotherapy 
stall, comments: ‘We're school 
physios, not just physios. So 


: takes the chair. Fhis Friday 
; & experience for.a recent local public speaking centest 
where three of the pupils competed with outside clubs. a remarkable achievement for 


a school where halt the pupils have initial communication difficulties. 


School's long tradition 


we concentrate on hands as 
our top priority: — after all 
its hand movements that work 
the Possum and the Electraid 
and the other means of com- 
munication.” 


For the over I6s in wheel- 


chairs, who, would formerly ~ 


have been issued with the 
three-wheeler trikes. which _ 
have now been withdrawn, ~ 


there is a mobility programme 
learning to use Batric cars. A 
practice track in the grounds 
provides experience before 
doing the proficiency _ test 
which the school has devised. 
So while the able hodied 
members of the PHAB Club in 
Ivybridge, rum by a former 
physiotherapist at the school. 


come along on their motor 
bike 

bikes, the Dame Hannah 
Rogers. members can cruise ~ 


along independently in- their 
Batrics, without having to be- 
transported by minibus. 


Yet. another innovation for 
the older pupils will be the 
forthcoming conversion of a 
self-contained flat on the site, 
once occupied by a caretaker, 
So that small groups of four — 
or five can experience cooking — 
and looking after thernselves. 


Nancy Tuft 
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Surgeon is new 
chairman of 


A SCOTTISH _ surgeon 
with a world-wide reputa- 
fion as an orthopaedic 
specialist, has been elected 
chairman of the Scottish 
Council for Spastics. 

He is Mr George Pol- 
lock, MS, FRCS (Ed & 
Glas), FACS, DPH, of 
Kirklands, Melrose, who 
has been asseciated with 
the Council almost since its 
inception. He has been a 
member of the Executive 
Committee since 1948 and 
vice-chairman for the past 
18 years. He succeeds the 
late Mr Archie MicCon- 
nochie, JP. 

A graduate of the 
Medical Schools of Glas- 
gow and Edinburgh. ir 
Pollock spent frve years as 
a surgeon at the Kobe 
Hospital ia 


Japan, using one of his 
leaves to study in Vienna, 
then at the height of iis 


Mr Pollock 


fame as a medical centre. 
In 1936 he became a 
Fellow and later Assistant 
Surgeon at the well-known 
Mayo Clinic in the United 
States and for the next 44 
years specialised in eriho- 


' paedic surgery. 


On the outbreak of war, he 
returned to Secotkand to work 


_with the Emergency ‘YVicdical 


Service. There he took charge 
of Peel Hospital, near Gala- 
shiels, where he remained until 
1945. Subsequently he was 
appointed Consultant Ortho- 
patdic Surgeon at the Prineess 
Margaret Rose Hospital, Edin- 
burgh. 

He is a former ecbairman of 


the World Commission on 
Cerebral Palsy (now — the 
International Cerebral Palsy 
Society). 


Speaking of the Council's 
future work, Mr Pollovk said: 
‘The Council must inerease ifs 


- Scottish Council 


provisions of eare, education 
and treatment for the younger 
group of handicapped children 
and of training and work 
activities for the rehwhilitation 
of the older greup. Cerebral 
palsy is not curable, but with 
expertise possessed by the 
Scottish Council and other 
centres of excellence in Britain, 
the physical disabilities can be 
lessened and the whole 
look for sufferers from 
condition improved. 

‘We know from what has 
been done durine the past few 
years that the incidence of 
cerebral palsy can be reduced 
by 48 per cent and it is more 
than probable that by improv- 
ing the care and treatment 
given to mothers during their 
pregnancy and at the fime of 
birth, stil? further reductions 
are within the beunds of 
possibility. 


out- 
the 
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A cheque for £12,000... 


LORD Parry presents the cheque 


oie 


® Now you see it @ Now you don’t! 


wae 
wan 


oe 


to Michael Brophy, The Spastics Secieiy’s Director of Fund Raising. Then, as 


00: 5 


i ae 


ea o 


you can see im the second picture, a moment captured by the Seuth Wales Echo, Michael tore it up! Explanation 


in story below. 


IT is just a year since 
the ‘Save a Baby cam- 
paign signature petition 
demanding 2 better deal 
from the government for 
Britain’s babies was 
launched. In that year 
almost a million signa- 
tures have been ebtained 
and this month sees the 
petition presented to the 
Heuse of Commons. 

It will be the culmina- 
tion of 12 months hard 
labour by devoied 
voluntary workers, dedi- 
cated professionals, 
housewives and stars, all 


Emergency 
appeal saves 


holiday home 


ELLERSLIE Court in Southport, the only holiday 
home for spastics in the North West, is to stay 
open, for the time being at least. Thanks to 
magnificent local support from the community, 
from Brownie packs to old age pensioners, the 
threatened close-down in July of this holiday 
home run by the Southport, Formby and District 
Spastics Society will not be necessary. ... 


‘It’s the only piace of ifs 
kind im the north-west and 
it would have meant that a 
lot of spastic people 
wouldn't have been able-to 
take a holiday at all,” says 
David Bourne, local 
appeals officer tor the 
North West Region of the 
Seciety, who launched the 
emergency appeal to save 
Etfershic Court. 

The appeal target is 
£26,600 and they are haft- 
way there already. Nearly 
£16,060 has been. raised so 
far through coffee morn- 
ings, fashion shows, raffles, 
door knecks and appeals to 
local industry. 

‘The peopie of Southport 
have really rallied revnd,’ 
commented Nigel Smith, 
Nerth West Senior 
Regional Officer for the 
Spastics Society. 

One of the main prob- 
lems in keeping an estab- 
lishment like Ellerslie 
Court out of the red ts in 
attracting sufficient visitors 


during the winier months 


when overheads and run- 
ning costs, including staff 


wages, still have to be met. 

‘In the summer we are 
often fully booked and 
people sometimes have to 
go into hospital, explains 
Mrs Margaret Wright, 
secretary of the appeal. and 
also of the local group. 
‘But we need more visitors 
during the winter m order 
to make ends meet.’ 

Each year 15 residents 
from Scalesgeugh Hall in 
Carlisle, run by the Cum- 
bria Spastics Saciety, come 
to stay at Ellerslie Court 
both for a summer holiday 
and also at Christmas and 
Easter when their own 
centre closes down. 

The committee of Ellers- 


he Court wants to 
encourage more  handi- 


capped people to take a 
winter holiday there, and 
they are also considering 
special weeks for children. 


Yew Parliament will hear 


campaign petition 


of whom have contribu- 
ted their services in 
some way to ensure the 
petition’s success. 

The signatures. on the 
petition come irom every 
corner of Britain and ail 
types of people. Union 
leaders and industrial- 
ists, city worthies and 
entertainers all put their 
nanres to the plea for 
more government aid to 
ensure babies are born 
alive and healthy. 

One of the first duties 


of the  newly-clected 
House of Commons will 
be to hear the petition 
read out after prayers on 
Friday May 18 alter its 
presentation to MPs 
Lynda Chalker and 
Lewis Carter Jones the 
day before. 

What a difference a 
day makes. —— Spastics 
News lost a day in the 
campaign in iast month’s 
issue and had the peti- 
tion heard 24 hours pre- 
maturely — sorry! 


AN evening of high drama and hard 
fact marked the launching of the 
Cardiff ‘Save a Baby’ campaign 
in the City Hall. 


The appeal was opened by the President 
of the Wales Regian, Lord Parry, who 
explained the hisfory ef the ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign in the Principality so far and the 
targets still to be achieved. He ther intro- 
duced Professor Brian Hibberd, Protesser 
of Obsietrics at the Welsh National School 
of Medecine who talked ef the real prob- 
lems that exist in ante-natal care and the 
recommendations of how perinatal death 
in Wales, particularly Cardiff, could be 
reduced, 


2el’s ripping idea 


Lord Parry presented a cheque for 
£12,000 to Michael Brophy, the Society’s 
Director of Fund Raising, as the Welsh 
contribution toe the Seciety’s campaign 
fund. Mr Brophy teek the cheque and to 
the undisguised horror oi the hall, crowded 
with Spastics Society members, representa- 
tives of indtistry, unions, local antheriiies 
and the medical profession, tore the cheque 
into four. 

Hewever Mr Brophy’s explanation was 
raptarously received—he said the £12,000 
was. a douation trom The Spastics Society 
to. the Cardiff ‘Save a Baby’ appeal fund. 
His message was that if ether people in 
the city were to follow his example the 
raising of £100,000 should be surprisingly 
easy. 


edriddenc ses. eee 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sénse product in sensible packaging —used in 


conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 3 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 
patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 


Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. «%: 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridae. Chesterfield S40 2AD. Tel: Chesterfield 31101 
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FOCUS 
ON FUND 
RAISERS 


HUNDREDS of events 
to raise money for spas- 
tics are taking place 
every month, and short- 
age of space means that 
Spastics News can only 
mention a fraction of 
them. A pity — hecause 
so many of the ideas are 
so novel. 

Here are some of the 
latest we particularly 
liked. 
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A fling 
in Ali's 
garden 


PEOPLE walking 
Mustafa’s garden in Holloway, 
North London, just could not 
resist having a fling. For in 
Ali’s garden was a magnificent 
ornamental pool and_passers- 
by really splashed out when it 
came to throwing coins. It 
gave Ali an idea for fund- 
raising and from a small pool 
a fountain of generosity has 
sprung up. 

Last year Ali gave £1,600 
that he had collected to The 
Spastics: Society. The money 
came from pubs in a wide area 
in North London and now Alt 
has set himself a new target— 
£12,000 for a new ambulance 
for the Hornsey Centre for 
handicapped children at 
Muswell Hill. 


Batting... 

KEVIN Whitehorn had a batty idea to raise money for 
spastics — non-stop games of sponsored table tennis. 
No wonder he began to see ping pong balls before the 
eyes after playing from 8 pm on the Friday evening right 
through till Saturday lunchtime. The 16 hour marathon 
match arranged by Kevin was played in half hour 
sessions by the members of the Twickenham Youth 
Activities Centre. Proceeds went to the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics. Picture by the Evening Mail, Slough 


Get the best 
out of your 
Motability 
allowance and 
order your Ford 
Fiesta or Escort 
Popular from Perrys 
of Southend — part se 
of the World’s largest Ford Dealer Group. WZ 
Perrys can quickly supply the Design Council 4 
Award winner — the Fiesta with its economic 950 cc 
low compression engine or the Disabled Drivers Escort 
Popular with automatic transmission as standard. 
Benefit from our experience — Perrys were selected to supply some 
of the first Ford cars issued under the Motability scheme. 


PLUS FREE PERRY ‘SUPERPACK’ 


*& Free Manual Trim Radio 

* Free Passenger Door Mirror 

* Free Rubber Floor Mats 

Please contact GARY MORELL your 
Motability specialist for further details 


including any special requirements you 
may have. Agente Ansaciation 


PERRY 189 London Road, Hadleigh, Benfleet 
Essex. Tel: 0702 554122 


in the U.K. 

(Excluding 
Northern Ireland 
and the Channel 
Istands) 


sie 
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past Ali, 


Racing... 


‘THEY’RE away.’ Mem- 
bers of Tring Ladies Circle 
were under starters orders 
at a charity race night 
meeting held in aid of the 
Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign. 

The 150 guests at Pit- 
stone Village Hall studied 
the field beforehand, and 
then sponsored the runner 
of their choice before 
watching films of seven 
horse races. 

The event was organised 
by Mrs Janet Mewis and 


£250 was raised. 
Picture by Bucks Herald 


for a good cause. 


A TIBETAN zold amulet 
studded with turquoise and 


donated by the Dalai 
Lama, together with a 


mother of pearl jewellery 
case from King Hussein of 
Jordan, were just two of 


the more exotic items put 
up for auction recently by 
the St Austell and District 
Spastics Society. The 
amulet fetched £160 and 
the jewellery case £200, 
while a headscarf and 
signed photograph given by 
Mrs . Margaret Thatcher 
raised £32. : 

The auction, held at the 
New Cornish Riviera Lido, 


Carlyon Bay, raised over 
£2,000 and the top price 
for any one single item was 
the £300 bid for an antique 
silver inkstand donated by 


heranee : 
the auctioneers themselves, 


Hopping . . 


| Flowering... 


HOSTESS Mrs Jean Freer 
together with Mrs Gillian 
Gadsden, chairman of Lei- 
cester Ladies Guild raised 
£200 recently towards the 
Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign by holding a 
floral ‘at home.’ 

Every single room in 


HOPSCOTCH in the playground of Chapel Primary 
School, Colchester, raised £6.10 for spastics as well as 
providing instant entertainment for the rest of the school. 
Mrs Monique Chapleo of Wakes Hall Spastics Centre 
later called at the school to thank the five ten-year-old 
youngsters who thought up the original idea of hopping 


Picture by Essex County Newspapers Ltd 


Exotic gifts boost 
auction profits 


Robin Barlow, and Brian 
Bearne of Sotheby-Bearne. 
The Mayor of Restormel. 
Mr William Hosking, started 
off the bidding with a tankard 
won by. the Jate Graham Hill 
and donated by his widow 
Bette Hill. This went for £2.15 
while a James. Hunt racing 
driver’s fireproof suit feiched 
£82. An Annigoni red chalk 
drawing was sold for £145, 
The organiser of the auction, 
Mrs Amorel Williams. said 
that the first £400 of the pro- 
ceeds would be used to send 
10 of the group’s people for a 
week's holiday to the Society's 
Field Centre at \ 


j Study Lan- 
livery. 


THE UK John Denver Fan 
Club _Taised £81.47 towards 
the ‘Save a Baby’ campaign 


by means of a draw Which 
took place at the recent John 
Denver concert in Man- 
chester. 


_closure of the 


Mrs Freer’s large hoy 
boasted a wonderful qj 
play of flowers and in pj 
of a wet day, there was 
huge turn out of visitoy 
Members of the _ pubj 
came in two sessions, mor 
ing and afternoon. As y 
as serving morning coffy 
and afternoon teas to { 
visitors, the Flower Gui 
ladies also had the job 
cleaning up after all tho 
muddy boots! 
And if their  daytin 
efforts weren’t enougli| 
the evening there was 
wine and cheese party. 
Picture shows Mrs Ga 
den pointing out a sped 
bloom to Mrs Freer. — 
Picture by{ 
Leicester Mec 


A SHUTTLECOEK © seni 
With a difference was provi 
in Southampton to raise ful 
for the Merlin House hd 
for spastics,. -athum 
shuttlecocks were lined | 
ready for 36 hours of mar 
non-stop badminton play 
four-hour shifts by me 
of Southampton Rotoraet 


“ly 
4 


PROCEEDS from the sale 
record by the Cheltenham i 
group Decameron are help 


spastic children, The d 
called “Save the Bayshill i 
protest against the pos 


Bayshill 
Cheltenham, because of al 
ring road being built. 


A SPONSORED fancy ff 
pram race through Cranba 
brought in more than fl! 
for the Cranbrook and Disll 
Spastics Appeal Fund. | 
pram race took place 
Sunday lunchtime ~ whet | 
main street was closed to til 
for the occasion, 

Twenty-one out of 24° 
lestants completed: the cil 
and only one pram coll 
under the strain!” Winners! 
a group. from Staplehurst! 
completed the course il 
minutes, winning a holiday! 
four in the Channel Isles 


THIS year’s Fitzroy Fait! 
be held on Thursday Jy 
from 6 pm till midili 
Capital Radio’s Fun Bus! 
be there, plus stars of 
stage, and other attraciil 

Anyoue interested in t! 
a stall should contact # 
Sturmey at The Spi 
Society’s Family Service 
Assessment Centre, 16 | 
roy Square, London W* 
S37 e 95h 
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Their new homes within a ‘home’ 

Residents 

enjoy new 
independence 


SPASTICS NEWS 7 


NEWLY - opened ex- 
tensions at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Princess 
Marina Centre in 
Buckinghamshire mean 
that all 54 residents 
can now enjoy the 
privacy of separate 
bedrooms. In some 
cases the innovation 
has come after 16 or 17 
years of shared sleep- 
ing quarters, and there 
is widespread delight 


at the new arrange- 


ment. 


Mary and David Harris 
are one of five married 
counles living at the centre. 


Both: in wheelchairs, they 
have a ground-floor bed- 
sitter in the refurbished old 
house, Known as ‘Ponds.’ 
Probably one of the origi- 
nal reception rooms, it is 


was run by the British 
Council for the Welfare of 
Spastics. This body amal- 
gamated with The National 
Spastics Society in 1962 to 
become’ The _ Spastics 
Society which has adminis- 
tered the centre ever since. 
Mary came to the centre 
in 1965, they married in 
August. 1976 and moved 
into their present quarters 
last July. Both are reading 
for Open University de- 
grees and as a traveller on 
the OU’s first trip to Rome 
organised for disabled stu- 
dents Mary contributed to 
the subsequent book ‘Have 
Wheels, Will Travel.’ Later 
this year both she and 
David hope to join a simi- 
lar tour to Greece. With 
their intensive university 
study programme _ they 
value the seclusion and 
tranquility of their own 
room. 


® MARY and David Harris — one of the five married couples at the centre 


spacious bed-sitter; cosy, comfortable, cluttered, a real home. 


They join the other resi- 
dents for main meals in the 
communal dining room, 
but have facilities for mak- 
ing their own tea and 
coffee. They also prepare 
supper for themselves on 
Sundays when many of the 
staff are. off-duty. 

Altogether 25 new bed- 


Schoo! in Walés. This was 
the first time she had 
had a room of her own, but 
she said she did not miss 
the company of others. 
Like other residents, 
Bridget spends some time 
in the workroom each day 
and attends adult educa- 
tion classes. Her chosen 


and three single residents. 
One of the latter is 
Laurence Turbayne, now in 
his 18th year at the centre. 
Before moving to his own 
quarters he shared a bed- 
room with four others, and 
he says that the new-found 
privacy has already made 
him more independent. 


So EP RS Ne 2 Se KS 


— are pictured in their 


e 


over dressing and undres- 
sing myself.’ 

Although he uses a 
wheelchair to move around, 
Laurence can stand un- 
aided. This means he is not 
forced to rely on staff for 
the transfer from wheel- 
chair to bed and _ back 
again. Like Mary and 


{ elegantly proportioned Said “David: ‘It’s far sitters have been made subjects include English, “The best thing is being David 2 Harris, Laurence 
a with stone-framed windows enough away. from the available at the centre, history and natural history. able to get up and go to rents his own television set 
; and lightened by furniture main stream for us to be some in_ the converted — !n her own room she listens bed when I like, he said. and now there are no 
; in pale wood. A curtain able to forget that we're ‘Ponds’ block, others in to the radio a good deal. When the staff had five of | room-mates to consider he 
. 


can be drawn to separate living in a_ residential three purpose-built units She enjoys all kinds of us to get ready, they found — is able to keep a budgeri- 


structural alterations com- 
pleted in July 1978, while 
the Friends of the Princess 
Marina Centre provided 
‘extras’ such as floor-cover- 
ings and curtains. 


centre since 1955 when it 


we want to,’ added Mary. 


be the sleeping from living centre... named. after trees. The ™usic, especially folk. | _it was quicker to help us . gar. os 
ale = ‘But there are plenty of | Spastics Society paid for The Lime area is inhabi- — with our clothes, but now He said: ‘I’ve visited 

q David has been at the activities we can join in if the building work and ted by a married couple | find I can take my time Cont. on Page 10 

; 


i ils ne a Al 


i 


All the rooms — and 
; covered passageways link- 
ing the various sections 


have carpet tiles in glowing 
shades of brown, gold, 
claret or moss green which 
diffuse an atmosphere of 
warmth on the dullest day. 
Bridget Smith, who 
drives an __ electrically- 
operated wheelchair lives in 
the ‘Cherry’ area in a bed- 
sitter leading off a small 
sitting room shared with 
four others. A french win- 
dow opens on to the paved 
area surrounding the house, 
giving immediate access to 
the spacious grounds. 
Communicating lucidly 
by means of a letter and 
word board she designed 
herself, she said she had 
been at the centre for 18 
years, after Jeaving — the 
Society’s Craig-y-Pare 


ISTE 


of her own bed-sitter, beautifully 
furnished and appointed. The french windows give easy access to the 


® LAURENCE Turbayne — pictured with his 
budgie on the front page — values the independ- 
ence provided by his bed-sitter. 


® BRIDGET Smith enjoys the privacy 


grounds. 
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MEET | Jobs, homes, choices . . . 
probing the prospects 
for school-leavers 


Leaving school in the 1980’s—a seminar held at University College, 


AN 


academic trio of headmasters, whose pupils range 


from the most severely handicapped to the very giited. 
George Marshall, left, of Dene College and Pat Mayhew 
of the Thomas Delarue School, both Spastics Society 
establishments, chat to Brian Piggott of the Valence 
School, Westerham, Kent, at the Oxford seminar. 


delegates from Greece. 
comprehensive, was one of 


Heptonstall, headmaster of 
prehensive School, Walsail. 


PHILIP Herriman talks to Dora Vourloumi, one of the 
Mr Herriman, teacher at a large 


PORTUGUESE delegate Jorge Casimiro chats to David 


the seminar speakers. 


the Frank F. Harrison Com- 


This is the 13th meeting 


| have organised” at 
Univ. and over _ the 
years I have come to 


realise that they all have 
at least three things im 
common: the first is most 
people usually complain of 
the cold. an occupational 
hazard for any conference 


organised at Oxford 
around Easter, the second 
is that one particular 
theme emerges from the 


papers, and the third that 
there is always a point of 
conflict where if partici- 
pants don’t actually assault 
each other during the dis- 
cussions they make secret 
assignations for the College 
bar that same evening. 
Geoff Busby gave the 
opening paper entitled simply. 
‘Leaving school in the 1980's.” 


In his view three questions 
are fundamental to what life 
is going to be like for the 


school leaver in the 80's* 

What do [I want to do with 
my life? 

How best can | 
into soctety in 
achieve that end? 

How to decrease 
ber of ‘man-made’ 
that are: increasing a 
capped person's 


Struggle 


For Geoff Busby. like 
many ether people leaving 
school. obtaining appropriate 
further education. finding a 
job and suitable accommoda- 
tion had been an-~ ephili 
struggle, but throughout his 
paper he was uncompromising 
as far as handicapped people 
are concerned, they mist. de- 
velop their own individuality. 
and not expect too many 
favours. Above all, he felt 
that the greatest contribution 
that society can give a dis- 
abled child is to create an en- 
vironment into which the inte- 
gration of the disabled would 
be normal, provide as many 
opportunities for him as pos- 
sible and promote the idea of 
self-help. 

John Wilson, an Oxford 
philosopher Jtike Mary War- 
nock, talked of. three fashion- 


fit myself 
order to 


the num- 

obstacles 
handi- 
handicap? 


With Best Wishes 


for 


The Success of Spastics News 


from 


The Partners of 


Phillips + Drew 


LEE HOUSE, 
LONDON WALL 
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Oxford — a personal view by Anita Loring 


able fantasies, these were {0 
suppose that what we in a 
particular society count as 
‘handicap’ corresponds to what 
it really is to be handicapped 
in the important goals of life: 
that education of character — 
as he put it. the soul — is at 
least as important as the devel- 
opment of intellectual under- 
standing; that it is a fantasy 
fo suppose that a person is 
‘getting an education’ sust by 
attending courses and passing 
exams, and thirdly to suppose 
that educational development 
need not involve success and 
failure. He pointed out that 
nearly all modern educational 
institutions in ‘liberal’ socie- 
ties are hopelessly amour- 
phous and chaotic; they allow 
students to acquire some skills. 
but make no serious attempt to 
educate them as people. John 
Wilson’s paper was referred to, 


continuously throughout — the 
meeting,. his handicaps were 
also .identified first as not 
knowing his left frorm his 


right. and a_ pathological in- 
capability to speak slowly — 


particularly necessary for the 
foreign guests! The main 
theme was  begtnning ‘to 
emerge. 


Jean MeGinty and Freddie 
Green, two HMI’s from whom 
I derived much of the inspira- 
tion for this meeting. gave a 
comprehensive view of the 
various developments and 
pioneer -projects current in 
further education for the 
handicapped today, many of 
which Were to be talked about 
in more detail tater in the 
meeting. and the implications 
of the Warnock report on the 
transitions from school to 
adult life respectively. Much 
has already been written 
about this important docu- 
ment. but one of the main 
recommendations finding con- 
siderable favour is that every 
student should have a ‘named’ 
person to refer to who would 
guide them along the thorny 
path of transition from school 
to whatever appropriate place- 
ment they follow. 

The first important step for 
the school leaver is in careers 
advice and counselling. David 


JOHN Boyle, Peter Lowe, Ken Dixon and 
anecdotes over a cup of tea. 


Australia and the USA, giving 


on an international basis. 


Heptonstall and Philip Herri- 
man from a large comprehen- 
sive in Walsall described how 


GEOFFREY Busby is a 
computer programmer who 


opened the seminar’s 
packed three-day schedule 
with his talk which em- 
bodied the seminar’s title: 


‘Leaving school im_ the 
1980's.” 

they had dismantled a con- 
ventional careers advice’ sys- 


tem in favour of a team of 
teachers drawn from through- 
out the school who were able 
to give a wide variety ef ad- 
vice, much of it based upon 
work experience courses which 
they themselves had been on. 
Philip Dyer of fhe Spastics 
Society described how their 
own careers officers visited the 
children within their 
helping to plan their 
placement. 


Rumblings . . . 


Much. discussion followed 
these -two papers and the 
rumblings of conflict were very 
faintly heard. 


school 
Future 


Ray Overland from Aus- 
tralia read a’ paper prepared 
by an old friend who has made 
many contributions both in 
person and by proxy at our 
Oxford meetings, | Geeffrey 


Alastair 


Swan, an HMI rrom Queens- 
land. His overview led him to 
conclude that the nerrow 
focus on a specific handicap 
is no longer tenable. Com- 
munity awareness. acceptance, 
and the realisation of poten- 
tial are now real expeciations 
and aspirations, and no longer 
pious hopes for the handi- 
capped. From 13.000 miles 
the same theme which was 
further echoed by Brita Sjoq- 
vist from Sweden and Gerald 
Cornelissen from. the Nether- 
lands. He emphasised not only 
the objectives, but the possi- 
bilities and impossrbilities that 
exist for handicapped people 
which must not and cannot be 
denied. 


Hostel 


There followed three ses- 
sions during which — two 
speakers each spoke on the 


same subject but From a difler- 
ent approach. Alan Gait — 
tutor in charge of the unit for 
handicapped students at the 
Bridgend College of Tech- 
nology has recently opered a 
hoste} situated within the Col- 
lege grounds where — handi- 
capped students live whilst 
following courses at. the» Col- 


lege. This is an imaginative 
attempt both to provide. for 
the special ‘needs of handi- 


capped students whilst not de- 


priving them of the experience 
of learning alongside — their 
able-bodied peers. 

By contrast John Hall of 
The Spastic Society’s Dene 
College emphasised the way in 
which his new course strove to 
make students, some of whom 
have quite a degree of mental 
handicap, responsible for their 
own lives by being encouraged 
to make as many decisions as 
possible about what they wish 
to’. do —. to the extent of 
being allowed to decide not 
to do anything at all during 
certain unstructured parts of 
their programme. How often 
are we all too anxious to en- 
sure that every minute ts filled 
with something ‘worthwhile’ 
when all the individual may 
want to do is . absolutely 


Cent. on facing page 


Kent share opinions, ideas andl 
Speakers were drawn trom England, Sweden, Holland, 
delegates an inyaluable opportunity to swap experientt§ 


AJL 


AN Al-Ajlan of Saudi Arabia in discussion with 


Mr A. M. Macpherson, head of Lord Mayor Treloar 
Upper School, and Ray Overland, educational psycholo- 
gist to the Queensland Department of Education. 


Leaving school... 


_ Cont. from Page 8 


nothing. Knowing how to or- 
-ganise spare time is an essen- 
tial part of growing: up. 
Peter Lowe from Hereward 
and Howard Brayton, organ- 
iser of an assessment and 
’ work preparation course for 
handicapped students at Trow- 
bridge Technical College, dis- 
cussed further education 
opportunities for: the handi- 
capped school leaver. Here 
- were two very different  set- 
_ tings, Hereward a_ purpose- 
. built college for the handi- 
— eapped school leaver and 
Trowbridge an integrated 
course as at Bridgend. The 
arguments centred around the 
pros and cons of integration, 
and Peter Lowe attempted to 
calm the obvious antagonism 
~ growing beiween the school 
teachers on the one hand who 
saw their life’s work in the 
field of special education com- 
ing in for criticism, from 
those convinced that it was 
| possible’ to place even the 
~ most handicapped student in 
the ordinary sector of further 
education provided that they 
had been sufficiently prepared 
socially to be able to cope. 
Again the theme, the im- 
~ portance of educating the 
whole person. 


a, 


P death. hs Aid ioe 
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T Sie 
raining 

Gerald Browne, a visionary 
from Bridgend, continued the 
' debate with Ernest Curtis from 
Sherrards, who described the 
successful programme run 
there for many years to train 
_ the severely handicapped cere- 
bral palsied for industrial 
placement. Gerald Browne 


the malaise of the education 
System: as a whole. High tevels 
of truancy, boredom and: illi- 
feracy, and an interest solely 
in standing up and actually 
' doing the job as opposed to 
‘putting six of something into a 
plastic bag and stapling it to- 
gether, had Jed him to de- 
velop a practical work pre- 
4 paration. He believed that one 
of the major keys to the prob- 
Jem lay in the organisation of 
_ am appropriate curriculum, an 
education programme which 
- would help students to develop 
confidence, stimulate an urge 
for further knowledge. en- 
courage worthwhile leisure 
activities, enable them to make 
decisions and promote seli 
Fespect. A subject based 
curriculum may, however, not 
he appropriate even im diluted 
form for the intellectually. im- 
aired; an educational pro- 
gramme should aim to produce 
eompetent and independent 
adults and if it fails to do 
this. then it must be changed. 


Ken Dixon, Head of the 
faculty of teaching studies at 
Bolton College of Education 
(Technical) outlined the prob- 
lems in teacher training, em- 
phasising the importance of 
correct staf¥/student ratios. He 
identified three major tasks 
for teachers of handicapped 
students in further education; 
1, awareness to spot that the 
student has individual prob- 
lems and needs. 2, the part 
they can play in the assess- 
ment of these needs. 3, when 
and where to refer the student 
for appropriate help. 


The Mind 


Linda Tuckey and Edward 
Doherty confronted the. prob- 
jems of meaningful living 
without work, and the need to 
continue some sort of educa- 
tional input for people in 
residential centres. They were 
both able to demonstrate that 
even a severe handicap did 
not preclude people from en- 
gaging in joint activities with 
the able bodied for their 
mutual gain, and that even if 
severe handicap dictated total 
care this was not to say that 
the mind was in need of total 
care also! What the handi- 
capped person needs above all 
is a positive and supportive 
attitude amongst those around 
him. a favourable atmosphere 
which places a high value on 
education as the key of human 
development. 


A theme had emerged, the 
need to define the concept of a 
person. 


Truth 


Paul Sommerfeld, the direc- 
tor of the Merseyside com- 
munity relations council, made 
most of us feel uncomfortable. 
He spoke of his work with 
black minority groups in 
Liverpool particularly with re- 
gard to the difficulties of ob- 
taining employment if you are 
a member of that group. Does, 
‘f admire your courage. I do 
so hope you find your niche 
in- life, but J) am afraid we 
have not a vacancy for you at 
the moment, really mean, ‘I 
have not the slightest intention 
of employing someone like 
you?’ 

He left us to draw our own 
parallels with the handicapped 
group and the difficulties they 
experience in obtaining em- 
ployment. 


With the cold at least 
tolerated and differences dis- 
cussed further in the bar, the 
message was Clear, whatever 
you do, develop the whole 
person, Iet him.decide for him- 
self how this should happen, 


ee x 
KLAUS Kiesenthal 


wood centre. 


PART of the Swedish contingent take a refrehment break 
during the course of the busy seminar. From left to right 
they are Bjorn Rundstrom, Brita Sjoqvist, Angela Rund- 


strom and Bo Ingberg. 


and above all create a social 
climate in which he can -do 
this with ease. Beatrice Gore 
from Los Angeles explained 
how laws can reflect and de- 
velop attitudinal. changes for 
the benefit of the handicapped. 
Although some us were still a 
little puzzled to understand 
quite how resources of money 
and manpower are obtained 
to enforce American laws 
passed to enable the handi- 
capped to obtain their rights. 
nevertheless, she forcefully 
defended the concept of, ‘if at 
first you don’t succeed try, try. 
try again, and I for one would 
not have dared stand in her 
way! 


Warning 


Perhaps it is appropriate to 
end with a warning, given by 
James Loring in one of the 
opening papers, that unless we 
follow this all important con- 
cept not only do we do the 
handicapped a great dis- 
service, but there are citcum- 
stances in which they can be 
done positive harm, and once 
damage is done it is too often 
very difficult to~ rectify. His 
paper entitled, ‘the importance 
of not being earnest’ sums up 
our days at Oxford. Earnest 
we were, for if, a philosophy 
is worth holding it is worth 
fighting for. but the problems 
of the handicapped school 
leaver must be kept ‘in_ per- 
spective Jest. they become 
accentuated by being taken too 
earnestly. 


FREDDIE Green and Jean 


McGinty both of Her 
Majesty’s Inspectors, flank 
Betty Adams of The Spas- 
tics Society. Both Miss 
McGinty and Mr Green 
delivered papers at the 
seminar. 


Robbery 
Inspires 
good turn 


YOUNG Steve Frixou 
was horrified when his 
parents’ fish and chip 
restaurant. in Chaddes- 
den, Derbyshire was 
robbed of a full Spastics 
Society collecting bex 
so he took immediate 
action. He invested his 
pocket money in two 
bottles of wine and a 
box of chocolates, and 
organised a rafile which 
made a handsome £23 
for the Seciety. 
The local 


collector 


said: ‘It is nice to hear 
of something like this 
in this day and age of 
stealing and vandalism.’ 


from West Germany talks to Mike 
Curve from the United States of America. In the back- 
ground is Edward Doherty, principal of the Society’s Oak- 


’ 


Carter 
calls in 
British 


aids man | 


ROGER Jefcoate, consult- 
ant on electronic aids for 
the handicapped, has had a 
personal invitation from: 
President Carter to attend 


!a meeting at The White 


House, Washington, on 
Employment of the Handi- 
capped. 

‘It’s one up for Britain 
and one up for The Spas- 
tics Society,” says Roger, 
who is also adviser to the 
Manpower Services Com- 
mission on electronic aids 
in connection. with 
employment. 

Roger Jefcoate will be 
making — two round-the- 
world. trips this year, 
addressing conferences in 
Japan, New Zealand and 
Australia. Every year he 
has the honour of opening 
and addressing the Ameri- 
can Naidex. 

‘Britain is the world 
leader in the application of 
technology,’ says Roger. 
‘Thanks to the NHS we 
have far greater numbers 
of people using aids and 
therefore a far greater 
knowledge of what works 
where and how.’ 


controls 


for Advanced concepts 
in industrial electronics 


ORBIT CONTROLS LTD, 
LANSDOWN iNDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
CHELTENHAM GLSi 8PL 


Telephone: 0242-26608 
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WILLIAM WALTON 

PENDLETON LTD 
High Class Painters 
and Decorators 


Upper Warf Street (off Oldfield Rd) 
Salford M5 4PQ 


Telephone: 061-736 1311 


CHEMICAL PLANT 


ANTI-CORROSIVE & 


ACID-RESISTANT 
MATERIALS 


Britannia Works, Dyehouse Lane, 
Smallbridge, Rochdale, Lancs. Tel: 0706 50038 


MABYRN 


RUBBER CO 


- LININGS 


TANK AND PIPE 
FABRICATION 


SITE LININGS 
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News about 
the | 
Spastics Pool 


MRS Ann Dickson, of 
Assington, near Colchester, 
receiving a cheque _ for 
£5,173 from Richard Gray, 
The Spastics Society’s Con- 
troller of Services, at 
Wakes. Hall  Spastics 
Centre, Wakes Colne, Col- 
chester. 

Ann, who has two teen- 
age children, won a 
double prize on the Spas- 
tics Football Pool, a share 
of the Ist dividend of 
£5,000 and the 6th divi- 
dend of £173. 


Flying aw 


7/15 LANSDOWNE ROAD, 
CROYDON CR9 2HB 
Telephone: 01-686 4411 


ay ona pool prize 


SPASTICS pool member Joyce Day, from sae peter 
Essex, has only been overseas once in her life, an 


. was to Jersey.’ Now 48-year-old Joyce and husband 


James, will be taking a trip to the other side of the world 


for free. 


For Joyce has won an exclusive holiday to Australia 
and the Far East in a ‘Charm Girl’ competition for 


Spastics Pool members. 


It was quite a shock for Joyce, when representatives 
of Top Ten and Qantas, the Australian National ures 
called at the supermarket, where she is chief cashier, to 
tell her of her success and invite her to a luncheon in 
Bristol to discuss the holiday itinerary. ; 

siThe delighted couple will be setting off for their 30- 
day holiday in October to enjoy the Australian spring 
sunshine. A final word from Joyce, “ This holiday has 
happened at the right time for us. Our children are now 
grown up and we will have complete freedom to enjoy 


ourselves.” 


Picture shows James (left) and Joyce (right) discuss- 
ing the itinerary for their holiday with Qantas representa- 
tives Mike Carravick and air hostess Deborah Gouorko, 
who was placed first by the judging panel. 
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MR D. Regan, of The 


Cross, Cheddar in Somer- 
set, receiving a  Spastics 
Society lottery cheque for 
£1,000 from Mrs _ Beryl 
Laver, wife of Roy Laver, 
Director, Top Ten Promo- 
tions. The presentation 


End of an era as Britain's 
oldest spastic dies 


THE doctor called to 
the comfortable South 
London home of the 
Butchards for the birth 
of their first baby on. 
February 21, 1891, 
shook his head over 
the puny infant, strug- 
gling for life. It had 
been a difficult forceps 
delivery and, with re- 
gret, the doctor pro- 
nounced the child 
unlikely to survive his 
first year. If he lived 
he would be an ‘idiot.’ 
George Butchard, how- 
ever, was destined to prove 
the top-hatted, frock - 
coated medical man wrong. 
In February this year he 
was 88, still playing chess, 
writing short stories and 
painting. Then in March he- 
had a sudden attack of 
breathjJessness and was 
taken to hospitat where 
doctors were amazed at his 
incredibly strong heart. Mr 
Butchard was ill for just 
three weeks before his 
death on April 2, due to 
bronchial pneumonia. 
With his death came the 
end of a special era for 
nowhere is recorded a 
cerebral palsied person liy- 
ing to such a great age, and 
Mi Butchard was a gifted 
man, highly intelligent, 
articulate and alert. Nearly 
26 years ago he wrote a 
series of articles for 
Spastics News under the 
title ‘Mr Butchard Remem- 
bers.” which conveyed a 
detailed, “descriptive and 


- took place at the ‘Bath 


MRS Pat Harvey, of Red- 
lands Way, London 3W2, 
receiving a first dividend 


cheque for £12,506 from 


Se 


Arms,’ Cheddar. 

The Spastics Society’s 
Instant Lottery has been 
organised to raise funds for - 
the ‘Save-a-Baby’ cam- 
paign. 


Mr John Young (left), 
Chairman of Young and 
Co’s Brewery Lid, in 
Wandsworth. ; 

Also pictured, Pat's hus. 
band Joe (tar right), who 
has been employed as q 
lorry driver at the brewery 
for 35 years; Top Tens 
Director Geoftrey Arte 
and ‘Henry Cooper.’ who is 
owned by the brewery and 
is the tallest Shire horse ip | 
England. 


Gift to York 


THE Lord Mayor of 
York’s Flood Relief- Fund 
received a £250 donation 
from the Good Neighbours 
Trust, one of three trusts 
- established in the early 
1960s by. Top Ten Pro. 
motions Ltd, organisers of 
the -Spastics Pool. 


OVER 400 spastic and othe 
disabled people from  Cardif 
will enjoy a day out at. Long 
leat Safari Park this summer 
thanks to city busmen. Cardif 
City Transport’s welfare asso 
ciation plan to lay on 2 com 
voy of buses for the oitting 
which it is hoped, will be a 
annual event. =t 


highly readable account of 
his lite with vivid insight 
into the world of the 
middle-class Victorian 


- family. 


Mr Butchard was reared 
by an aunt who had un- 
swerving faith in his very 
real abilities. He learnt to 
read and write, but it was 
not until he was 60 that he 
went beyond the garden 
gate on his own. 


Mr Butchard remained 3 
home, cared -for by his Au 
Maud until her heal 
deteriorated with —adyaneil 
age, and it was Mr Butchard 
turn to care for her. 

Then, 13 years ago, he? 
Ron Eager, a spiritual hea 
My Butchard found the kt 
ing sessions held by Mr Ea 
to be of cnormous 
Between them they 
the Blackheath Centre of Ht 
ing and Meditation in Soul 
East London. a 


‘Homes’ of 


Cont. from Page 7 
several other residential 
centres and spent holidays 
in them, but this is by far 
the best I’ve seen.’ 

But however pleasant his 
surroundings Laurence, like 
most of the residents, en- 
joys the opportunity to go 
out occasionally and as a 
Catholic he likes to attend 
Mass regularly. 

‘People from local 
churches of all denomina- 
tions are very good about 
coming to pick us up and 
drive us to services.” 

‘Willow’ area’s repre- 
sentative was Yolande 
Bourton who is ambulant 
and one of the less severely 
handicapped residents. Aj- 
though she has been at the 
centre for only three years, 
she found sharing a bed- 
room rather restricting, and 
is delighted to have her 
own bedsitter. 


their own 
he appreciates tl 
privacy in which to pla 
her electric organ andi 
write poetry, some of whl 
has been published. a 
the other residents shell 
a personal timetable fort 
week pinned up in} 
room. These show a $ i 
lating balance of workrol 
tasks, educational clas 
therapy and periods olf 
vate study. Residents sil 
these activities with five! 
six spastic people living! 
the area who come in 
ing the day for val! 
periods of time. : 
All the residents al’ 
Princess - Marina Ci 
must take part in a cell 
amount of — commll 
activity daily. Othe 
the temptation to is 
themselves in the col! 
of their own quarters ™ 
be difficult to resist. 
ANNE PLUM! 
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New. President £ 
_ A Starring r 


THE Stars Organisation 


for Spastics has a new 
President. She is Lady 
Anne Tennant, lady-in- 
Princess 
Margaret, and she has 
taken over from the 


waiting to 


Hon Mrs James Ogilvy, 
who has 


nine years. 


‘l was approached by 
Mrs Ogilvy whom I already 
knew — she is married to 
my cousin — and I felt 
very honoured to be asked 
to take on the post, Lady 
Anne told Spastics News. 


© MEMBERS of the Stars Organisation for § 
Anne Tennant (extreme left), at their March m 
' Crowther, Sylvia Syms, D 


Howarth. The giant teddy bear has 


it to be exclusively for the use of chi 
wall Court. 
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been SOS 
President for the past 


ickie Henderson, Da 


~~ 


‘I have always been con- 
nected with charities, such 
as the British Rheumatic 
and Arthritic Association 
and Erin Pixzey’s battered 
Wives’ campaign, but I’ve 


always been a worker 
before — never a presi- 
dent. 


The Stars Organisation 
for Spastics is one of the 
best known and loved of 
all charities working for 


the handicapped. In 25 
years the SOS has raised 
millions of pounds through 
the efforts of its members, 
and opened three centres; 
Wakes Hall in Essex, Col- 
wall Court Holiday Hotel 
for Children in Sussex, and 


Good Neighbours House in 


London. 

Said Lady Anne: ‘I am 
really looking forward to 
hot just visting the homes 


pastics meet their new President, Lady 
eeting. Left te right, Brian Rix, Leslie 
me Vera Lynn and behind them, Jack 
been donated by a well wisher who has asked for 
Idren, and it will go to the SOS holiday hotel, Col- 
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but getting to know all the 
residents really well. We 
live in London with a 
home in the country and it 
will be nice to just drop 
into a centre if I am pass- 
ing to say “hello”. said 
Lady Anne, who favours 
the informal approach as 
president — a direct con- 
trast to her role as iady-in 
waiting. “Although in fact 
they have a Jot in common. 
As lady-in-waiting I have 
to write letters and make 
arrangements, be very 
tactful. and deal with the 
unexpected. We know 
three months in advance 
what our duties will be. so 
that I will be able: to 
arrange my tasks as SOS 
president round that. 


\ th 
Chatting up 

‘As president 1 will be 
chatting people up, ectting 
stars to do things. for the 
organisation and co- 
ordinating. It helps that | 
already know lots of 
people. I have attended a 
number of SOS functions 
in the past, and so has my 
husband Colin.’ 

It was Colin who used to 
own the West Indian paradise 
isle of Mustique where Princess 
Margaret often holidays. 
“When we first used to go there 
it. was just a desert island — 


like something out of Robin-.- 


son. Crusoe — and I would 
lake my two elder boys. 
Charles and Henry, out on a 
fishing boat to get there, when 
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® LADY Anne Tennant, 
Spastics’ new President is 
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the Stars Organisation for 
welcomed by The Spastics 


Seciety’s Chairman, Dorrien Belson. - 


they were about six and four’ 
Charles is now 22, Henry 20, 
with Christopher, 10; and 
identical twins May and Amy 
who are eight. 

‘I didnt know T was having 
twins until two days before 
they were born, so it was-a bit 
of a shock. although a nice 
one, to have daughters after 
three sons. The girls xo to.a 
riding school which is in- 
volved with the Riding for the 
Disabled Association. and 1 
know the girls will \want to 
come with me when T visit 
SOS events like the summer 
fete at -Colwall Court. 

‘Tam really looking for- 
ward to my term of office 
as the SOS president, every- 
one is very kind and Sheila 


Rawstorne, the SOS Direc- 
ior, is wonderful, so I 


don’t think I'll have any. 


problems. I have been so 
impressed by what I’ve 
secn already — when [| 
vistted one residential 
centre a lady was doing the 
most exquisite kintling — 
one forgot that she was 
handicapped. she was so 
busy — and so happy.’ 


Liz Cook 


TWO 
children will have a week's 
holiday this summer. thanks io 
staff working at the Trustee 
Savings Bank in Lime Street, 
Bedford. 


Meldreth’s swinging 
new link with public 


THE Society’s Meidreth 
has 
jazzed up beth its fund- 
taisiag and cemmumity 
objectives 
with a scheme that is 
right 
motes, and its success is 
in the ears eof 
Tony 


Maner Scheal 


invelvement 


hitting all the 
macESEC 
deputy 
McEvoy. 

He explained: 


head 


got tegether and decided 


it would be a good thing 


fo form a jazz clab and 
create further links with 
the community. We new 
have a cemmittee of 
nine and book musicians 
through agents, which 
means that we have to 
raise the money at the 
door to pay fer the con- 
certs. Raising meney is 
one of our goals bat it 
is not the main objec- 
tive — which is to get 


‘A 
greup ef tecal people 


pesple into the school 
to see what we are 
doing.’ 

And drawimg the 
crowds to the school at 
Reysten, Herts. are the 
iop names on the 
British jazz scene: 
Kenny Bali and his 
Jazzmen, George Melly, 


Acker Bilk axud his 
Parameunt Jazz Band, 


Humphrey Lyttelton, 
Chris Barber and Terry 
Lightfoot. 

The concerts are 
staged in the school’s 
main hall and the ticket 
includes supper. Any- 
ene can jom the club 
by contacting the 
school’s secretary and 
the profits from the con- 
certs will go info a 
special fund to be used 
at the end ef the year to 
provide extra amenities 
for the pupils. 


The ‘loot’ 


came home 
to roest 


WHEN the aviary in the 
grounds of Wakes Hall 
Spastics Centre. near Col- 
chester, Essex, was broken 
into in the middle of the 
night, everyone sadly 
assumed that afl the birds. 
including a golden pheas- 
ant worth £9, had been 
stolen. The gardener had 
discovered the padlock to 
the aviary. broken off and 
all the birds missing, and 
naturally the residents who 
used to help feed the birds 
were very upset. 

However a silver pheasant 
and five budgerigars were later 
found in the grounds nome the 
worse for their adventure, and 
the golden pheasant, too. 
lurned out to be a somewhat 
protected species. Three days 
later it was found and 
sound walkimg across a local 
field. by which time cight more 
budgies had also come’ home 
to roost. 


safe 


FOR the best part of 14 


has been the force behind 


_ the food in the kitchen at 


the Society's Castle Priory 
College. where she has 
been caterer/cook, but on 
April 2 she was on the 


"ad 


‘a. 


After meals 


other side of the canteen 
counter at lunchtime. 

For a luncheon was held 
to mark her retirement, 
attended by Derek Lan- 
caster-Gaye, the Saciety’s 
Director of Resources, and 
Richard Gray, Controller 


galore—a special lunch 


of Schools and Centres. 

Miss Holzinger has been 
at Castle Priory, apart from 
a short break. since 1965 
and staff presented her with 
a clock to mark her long 
association with the 
College. 


There area hundred 
reasonswhy | 
people wet the bed 


But theres no 
reason inthe world 
why they should lie in it 


Nicholas 


é 


absorbent bed sheets 
a unique development 
giving improved 
comfort and dignity 


Interested? 

If so, please write for booklet 
HOW KYLIE CAN HELP 
Kylie Advisory Service 


Nicholas.Laboratories, 225 Bath Road 


Slough, England SL1 4AU 


Kvlie is a trademark. Worldwide patents pending 
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young handicapped 


y 


12 SPASTICS NEWS 


That 
word 
under 
Tire... 


suet 
again. 
IS the word ‘spastic’ a cruel 
and outdated label, or the 
ideal way of describing the 
condition of cerebral palsy 
to the public? And worth 
thousands of sympathetic 
pounds .to The  Spastics 
Society’s fund raisers? 
That word has come -under 
fire again, and without tak- 
ing sides, Spastics News re- 
ports a variety of views. 
What do YOU think? £5 
for the best letter on this 
controversial subject. 


MAY 1979 


Call me a ‘spastic’ and you rob 
me of dignity, says Valerie 


VALERIE Lang wants 
to make war on the 
word ‘spastic.’ She 
launched the first salvo 
of her attack at the 
Society’s North West 
Regional Conference, 
where delegates heard 
her claim that the word 
was old-fashioned, in- 
accurate and had fallen 
into disrepute. 

She told them: ‘l am 
not ‘a spastic.” lama 
woman, a librarian, a 
Christian, a music lover 
and many other things 
besides. Or to put It 
another way —lama 
middle - aged librarian 


who happens to be 


mildly spastic.’ 


She acknowledged that 
in the early days of the 
Society it worked very 
well as a means of com- 
municating to the public 
the reason why the Society 
was started. In a some- 
what tart comment she 
said: ‘I think the founding 
members must have chosen 
the name “Spastics” be- 
cause it was to them, short 
and snappy. I may add 
that none of them had a 
speech problem making 
“Ss”. difficult.’ 


Because, in her opinion, 
the word has fallen into 
disrepute, she argues that 
there is a strong case to be 


made for changing the 
name of the Society. 

She feels that this could 
be done without damaging 
the contribution of dona- 
tions and legacies since 
there are precedents. “The 
Waifs and Strays became 
the much more acceptable 
Church of England Child- 
ren’s Society. Mental defec- 
tives are now known as 
mentally handicapped.’ 
and she pointed out that 
no one these days dared 
to use the word “cripple” 
although it was once con- 
sidered a_ perfectly res- 
pectable term. 

‘If I am not seen as me, 
in my own right, someone 
who is fortunate enough 
to have a job, somewhere 


to live, a name, interests, 
likes and dislikes, but am 
just another one of these 
“spastics,” I have no 
human dignity at all, It is 
not easy to keep your 
dignity when you have to 
be fed and toileted. Neither 
is it at all easy to be digni- 
fied when you tend to 
resemble a sagging marion- 


ette, nor when everyone 
calls you by your first 
name immediately after 


they have first met you. 
Yet precisely because dig- 
nity is very difficult for us 
to achieve, it is vital that 
the little we have left as 
individuals should not be 
taken away. It is taken 
away if we are thought of 
as just another “‘spastic”’.’ 


Kote 


Valerie Lang 


How to turn a ‘term of 
abuse’ to advantage 


Dr Firman 


DR Ronald Firman, who is 
a member of the Society’s 
Executive Council. said: 
‘I don't particularly like the 
word spastic, whether used 
as a noun or an adjective, 
because it is now a com- 
mon term of abuse ~~ but 
1-am often in a position to 
turn it to The Spastics 
Society’s advantage. When 
a student of mine calls 
another student “a stupid 
spastic’ I invariably call 
them over and say, “he 
may be stupid but ¥ am 
the one who is spastic.” 
Often this leads to a dis- 
cussion of the meaning of 
spasticity and of the work 
of The Spastics Society. 
Although I recommend this 
ploy | do appreciate that 
someone fearing ridicule 
from friends, work-mates 
and casual acquaintances 
will prefer not to acknow- 
ledge their spasticity. 

‘For my part, in my social 
-and professional life the word 
spastic is irrelevant. Only 
within The Spastics Society 
and its local groups am f ever 
introduced as “a spastic” and 
made to feel aware of my spas- 
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ticity. Outside the charitable 
sphere it is my abilitics as a 
lecturer, consultant geologist, 
ete, and not my disabilitics 
which are important. Im fact 
as long as I function within 
my capabilities (and everyone 
has physical and mental limi- 
tations) the question of dis- 
ability never arises and if it 
does the all embracing term 
“spastic” is not very helpful. 


‘IT am very interested in the 
etymology and changing use 
of the word. {fn my own 
science of geolozy we have 
palinspastic maps which .are 
nothing to do with spastics 
moving backwards (palin from 
the Greek meaning back or 
moving backwards). “Spastic” 
is used in a very restricted and 


specialised sense by the 
medical profession and in 
other sciences. In human 


terms the important point is 
that it is now commonly used, 
both as a noun and an adjec- 
tive (see the current paper- 
back Oxford Dictionary) to 
describe a person suffering 
from cerebral palsy and has 
become, through its easy 
alliteration with the word 
“stupid,” a convenient abusive 
term applicable to anvone or 
anything which is slow and 
clumsy. 

‘Since many who were born 
spastic now find this latter 
usage so intolerable that they 
refuse to admit to being spas- 
tic, I feel we should. avoid 
the word wherever possible. 
never using it in reference to 
an individual without his or 
her express permission. 


millions would cease. 


‘On the negative side — it would cost in excess of 
£100,000 to physically change the name of the Society 
where the Pools, stationery, direct mailing, etc, and all 
the other publicity is concerned. I also think that there is 
not much point in euphemisms and what we have to do is 
make the public regard spasticity in the same way that 
Miss Lang knows certain people regard cerebral palsy 
and that the association in their minds shonld be the 


same.’ 


‘The Society would 
lose millions’ 


MICHAEL Brophy, the Society’s Director of Fund 
Raising said: ‘Valerie Lang may well be right — 
this is a problem which has been taxing. the 
Society for a number of years and we have always 
decided so far, to play it safe by not changing the 
name. If we changed the name the Society would 
lose millions of pounds overnight because the sym- 
pathy evoked for suffers of cerebral palsy is not the 
same as that evoked by sufferers of spasticity. 
Furthermore the semi-automatic donations from 


‘Rubbish’ 
to argue 
over a word 


JANET Swanton is a tele- 
phonist with a firm of 
estate agents, and has been 
chairman of the Southend 
Spastics Group for the past 
three years. She said: “The 
word has never worried me 
at all. I have never minded 
it — after all you've got 
to be called something. I 
am yery lightly handi- 
capped, but those I know 
who are more severely dis- 
abled have never minded. 


‘The arguments against 
the use of the word “spas- 
tic’ are rubbish because 
everyone is iabelled in 
some way — Mr and Mfrs 
Average or “normal _per- 
son.” Those can be just as 
offensive terms and anyway 
— What is normal? A 
friend of mine said: “You 
don’t pat a bald-headed™ 
man on the head and give 
him a sweet just because he 
is bald. The only thing I 
ever thought odd was when 
spasticity was thought to 
be contagious. 


‘To me this is a very old 
argument. I don’t mind 
the word “spastic”  be- 
cause that is what I am, 
and it is only a word after 
all — it does not alter you 
as a person.’ 


isabled or handicapped’ 


—but never ‘cripple’ 


RESIDENTS at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Coombe Farm 
Centre in Surrey told 
Spastics News what they 
felt about the word 
‘spastic’—and how they 
liked to be described. 


STEPHEN Harding is 26. 
He says: ‘I just like to be 
called “disabled” — rather 
than “spastic.” Obviously 
we have got to be labelled 
something but as far as the 


general public are con- 
cerned they might just as 
well call us “handicapped” 
and medical people will 


always call us “cerebral 
palsied”’.’ 


ALICE Maddock’s 


answer was brief and to 
the point: ‘I preter to be 
looked on as a person. | 
am an individual,’ 


KIM Jessup is 30 and 


adamant: ‘I don’t like the 
word “spastic.” I prefer 
“disabled.” The word 
“spastic” hampers me 
before I even go out 
because people are appre- 
hensive of the term where- 
as they are not nearly so 
worried about someone 
being handicapped.’ 


MARGARET 
said: ‘I do not like the 
word “spastic” becanse | 
do not think its sounds very 


Fensome 


nice but a word like 
“cripple” offends me more. 
“Handicapped” I can take 
but “cripple” — ugh! The 
first time I ever heard the 
word “spastic” was 23 years 
se when I went to hospi- 
al. 
ordinary school and 1 
never had any trouble, they 
all treated me as one oi 
them. I am only lightly 
disabled and my condition 


only shows when J am very 
tired,’ 


I had been to an. 


ANNE Hall said: ‘I haye | 
been at 


Coombe Farm | 


for 23 years and I had not | 


really thought about what 
other people called us. I 
do not like the word 
“spastic” but I think it is” 
better than saying “dis- 
abled” because it is more | 
specific. It shows people 


know what they are talk x 


ing about.’ 


‘Basically I do not mint 
which term people use — 
whatever comes _naturall] 
to them. If people att) 


using: “spastic” as a woth” 
of abuse I ignore thet)” 


When we go to churl 
people just see us 


people — and that is hot) 


we see ourselves — fits 
and foremost as people.” 


Report by 


Liz Cook 


, so 


MARION | Harriss said | 


